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Mr. Spasn's speech not only cleared the
a!r ami landed the St. Louis conspirator,
but added greatly to the gayety of the
community.

Of course, we believe all Russia tells
s about her beneficent intentions In Man-

churia, but it is just as well to have the
Asittlo squadron well in hand. It may
materially assist in making the Russian in-

tentions beneficent.

The water supply is not uniformly dis-

tributed this season. The middle West has
more than sufficient and the East is pray-
ing for rain. A little later, however, the
tables may be turned and this region be
parching under a hot sun, while showers
In abundance fill Yankee hearts with joy.
la the long run the Weather "evens up."

The District of Columbia Commissioners
have ordered that hereafter no party wall
shall be constructed in, Washington less
than thirteen Inches ih thickness. The
present building regulations provide for
nine-inc- h walls, and the new order In-

creases them by four inches. The change
was made in the interest of good construc
tion, safe building and reducing risks from
fire.

The cause of the forest fires in the Ad-

irondack region and in Maine has not been
folly explained. Such fires usually occur
In late summer when the foliage is ripe or
when the leaves are on the ground, and
with the bare branches help to spread the
conflagration. There has been a drought
In the Eastern States, It is true, but even
ttis does not seem quite to account for the
1 sastrous fires, since at this season the
t'tes must be full of sap, notwithstanding
tbe lack of rain.

The action of the United States Court at
Oh lea go in issuing a perpetual Injunction
agn .ist a combination of Indiana coal
operators to put up the price of coal in
Chicago does not create a new situation.
The operators had already decided to
abandon the combination, and the order of
the court only confirms their action. It I

useful, however, as indicating to manu
facturers and producers the line beyond
watch they may not go in their efforts to
control markets and prices.

well-know- n real estate man ie reported
as-sayin- g that the prohibitive prices put on
down-tow- n real estate are retarding busi
ness progress in this city. He thinks the
crying need Is more good rooms for busi- -

nose that would like to come here. This
It something for local capitalists and prop
erty owners to think about. There is not
R city of its class in the United States that
is as well advertised, as well thought of and
as attractive as is Indianapolis. But when
business men come here they find every
desirable room occupied and prices put on
iown-tow- n real estate that are almost
prohibitory. This is not the way to build
up a city.

President Roosevelt's reception on his re
turn to Washington was conspicuous for its
informality, and his brief speech from the
back porch of the White House, addressed
to "My friends and neighbors," showed his
pleasure at getting back home. He had a
genuinely popular welcome. The day be-

fore his return the Washington Post spoke
ef his return as "a homecoming" and p.iid
'No formal speechmaklng or any officious

display of pomp and ceremony Is necessary.
An outpouring of the people along Pennsyl
vania avenue as the President drives from
the railroad station to rejoin his family
will be the most appropriate and the most
effective form of welcome." That was the
kind of a welcome the President had, and
no doubt it pleased him better than a more
f ii Two months of formal recep
tions and speechmaklng were enough.

The decision of the Court of Appeals of
the District of Columbia In regard to the
classification of mail matter Is a ve.-- y im
portant one. A few months ago a lower
court in Washington decided that the post
master general has no authority to decide
what constitutes second-clas- s matter, it
being the function of the courts to con
true the law. The Court of Appeals

reverses that decision and says the post-
master general Is free to classify mall mat
ter according to his judgment and discre
tion aa to the true meaning of the law,
and that he was not bound by any dec!
Ion of his predecessors in accepting matter

under what the present postmaster general
considered a wrong classification. Under
this decision the postmaster general may
and undoubtedly will exclude from second
class mailing rates a large number of pub
lications which have heretofore claimed and
aousvU the privilege. The decision is In

the interest of legitimate newspapers and
Its enforcement mj:ht to result In Increas-
ing the postal revenues by requiring a cer-

tain class of advertising and periodical pub-

lications to pay higher rates.

ttMrCBftXiüG Tin: jomvti..
The Journal has never acquired! the habit

of boasting and bloviating, believing that
such procedure on the part of a newspaper
Is In as bad taste as it Is in case of the
individual. Being, however, in a sense, a
ptfMlc Institution, there are times when it
seems proper to take the public Into Its
coutidence and to discourse frankly of its

t

wn affairs. Certain recent occurrences in
the newspaper field make it opportune to
say that its management is well pleased
over the business outlook, so far as its in-

terests are concerned. First of all, it en-

deavors to provide for its patrons a first-cla- ss

uewspaper, and this it believes it suc-

ceeds in doing. It not only gives all the
news worth printing, but gives it in good

readable shape, while Its general news Is

unusually full and well edited; It gives
special prominence to local and state news
t" rauso roaders are more nearly concerned
with such matters than with nut.-id- e af-

fairs, and its constant effort Is to cover the
ground in both these directions more and
more thoroughly. It adopts or keeps in fouch
with all new journalistic ideas and m

ments as far as those are in accord with
dignity and common sense. It studies the
special tastes and needs of the field in
which it circulates, and strives to meet the
desires of Its nsllOSsS It undertakes to deal
fairly in all respects with readers and ad-

vertisers, and it Is aided in these endeavors
by a staff of experienced, capable and en
ergetic men in its editorial, advertising and
circulation departments.

That Its efforts are appreciated by the
community is being shown In many ways
by personal commendation from many di-

rections, and what is more practical and
convincing by a continual increase of sub--

4 riptlon and advertising. Thousands) of
subscribers have been added to Its lists re-

cently, and as these lists 3 row advertisers.
as a natural consequence, Docome more
numerous and call for more space, ine
Journal wants these subscribers and these
advertisers, and It wants and expects to
have yet more. Its "hustiing" young men
go out after them and get them, but would
not get them If the paper failed in the
smallest degree to meet requirements or to
fulfill Its obligations to its readers. The
old and well established morning paper fills
a place both with readers and advertisers
that no other can supply. Irs contents, not
being prepared under the pressure of time
that governs an evening paper, are more
carefully written, more trustworthy and bet
ter arranged; it contains more and fresher
news than an evening paper; it is not tossed
aside after a hasty glance, but is at hand
throughout the day to be read by all mem-

bers of the household. This means that it
is thoroughly read, advertisements and all.
Who looks at an evening paper after it is
an hour old? It is the morning paper which
the housewife reads before she does her
shoppiug, and at which the business man
looks before he goes to his shop or office.

It is not boasting. It is a simple state
ment of fact with which any citizen will
agree, to say that for fifty years the Jour
nal has been the leading morning paper
in Indiana. It is not boasting, it is a prom-

ise, when it says that it expects not only
to hold this position in the future, but to
establish Lself still more firmly in public
regard.

OVERPRODUCTIONS ATf ARl RDITY.
In 1893 and again in 1896 we heard a vast

deal about "overproduction." Indeed, it is
difficult to recall an industrial depression
during the past century that "overproduc
tion" has not been put forward as one

of the contributing factors, if not the
chief cause.

It Is ohe ef the peculiarities of economic
history that theories, utterly absurd in
themselves, will occasionally ol tain almost
universal reecgnition among not merely
economic thinkers and writers, but also
among the great mass of intelligent and
thoughtful people. It will be recalled that
at one time practically everybody believed
In the "wage-fund- " theory, the absurd no
tion that there was just so much money
in the world that could be devoted to
wages, and tne more wage-earner- s there
were the less would he the portion of each.
Nor did we succeed In shaking off this
absurdity until modern statistics showed
a steady Increase of wage-earne- rs accom
panied by an increase of wage rates.

Twenty years hence we shall laugh at
the notion of "overproduction" as heartily
as we now laugh at the exploded wage- -

fund theory. We shall by then realize that
we have been producing vastly more than
we ever did before in proportion to the
number of consumers, without "overpro
ducing." There is no such thing as over-

production. The word, taken in its gen-

eral economic sense, reduces itself to an
absurdity. It implies that a whole people
may work too much and produce too much.
produce too much wealth. It leaves out of
account altogether the expansion of hu
man wants and the increase of purchasing
power in a people working actively and
accumulating wealth.

The only invariable economic laws are
those founded deep in human nature. He
that attempts to build an economic axiom
on physical conditions of the period builds
his house on the sand, but he that grounds
his theory on self-intere- st or some other
fundamental human instinct, has a law
that will stand. Next to the instinct of
self-preservati- on In the human breast
comes the desire for comfort, the longing
to enjoy the good things of life. It is
this that has brought the human race from
barbarism to civilization. It has caused
houses to supersede caves, the railroad to
supersede the donkey and the Atlantic lintr
to replace the dugout canoe. While It may
fall occasionally in the Individual, It is as
dependable in the mass as the selfish in
sttnet mat mak s (.reshums law more
potent in fli.ance than all the huma
statutes ever enacted.

It Is this phase of human nature that
keeps the expansion of human wants in
variably ahead of the increase of purchas
Ing power. Therefore, whenever Industrial
society Is so organized that the purchas-
ing power of the people will advance In

due proportion to their productivity the
product of their labor will be absorbed.
When it is not so absorbed the trouble lies
In their method of distribution or of ex-

change; It cannot be that they are pro-

ducing too much. Let us take the Indi-

vidual Smith, as a fair type of the con-

sumer. If Smith be idle most of the time,
and getting but little for what work he does,
he lives in a boarding house He consumes
but little In the way of 'area. Stuffs or
provisions, and little in the way of cloth

ing. Ofitside the bare necessities of a single
existence, he ronsurm s little t nothing.
But Smith's affairs take s turn for the
better. He finds steady employment In

fommeroal life at a fair salary. He mar-
ries. Children are born. More breadstuffs
and clothing are consumed. A house is
built and there Is consumption of hard-
ware, of lumber, of furniture, etc. If
Smith continue to prosper the wants of
himself and family are never completely
satisfied. They never find a time when they
can sit down and say they can buy nothing
they have not already got. Their case Is
rare, indeed, if their purchasing power can
keep pace with their expanding wants.
Thus it does in an endless chain. The
more people work, the more wealth they
produce; the more wealth they produce,
the more wants they can satisfy and
there always Is an Inexhaustible supply of
unsatisfied wants.

No perfect Industrial system has been
worked out, nor Is one likely to be in this
generation. Oi:r methods of distribution
and exchange are as full of imperfections
as our methods of production. Men "fall"
with a vast amount of wealth on hand
because they have no way of "realizing" on
their wealth, that is of mobilizing it into
some recognised form or medium of ex-

change. A man that works day after day
and rt ally produces much finds that,
through a faulty system of In
production his purchasing power is much
limited. More than once in a faulty sys-

tem distribution has depressed the price
of wheat in the West, while people were
crying for bread in some of the world's
centers of population, or cheapened Amer
ican machinery while it could not be had
in other parts of the world at any price.
It is along these lines that we must look
for trouble. Certainly It is time to give up
the absurd notion that occasionally we
work too much, produce too much wealth
In the shape of merchantable commodities
and bring about that remarkable state of
Industry, "overproduction." .
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A GREW SOME St BJECT.
The persistence with which popular be

liefs and foolish traditions sometimes per
petuate and repeat themselves is Illustrated
by a recent dispatch from Enid, O. T.,
relative to the alleged identification there
of the body of a suicide as that of John
Wilkes Booth, the assassin of Abraham
Lincoln. For some reason or other a popu-

lar belief has found some currency ever
since Booth's death that he was still alive.
Well-inform- ed persons have known better,
but not all persons are well informed, and
the very improbability of this story gave
It credence with a class of persons who
are attracted by mysteries. The dispatch
from Enid said:

Junius Brutus Booth, the third, the actor
and nephew of John Wilkes Booth, the as
sassin of President Lincoln, has fully identi- -
hed the body of the man known as David
E George as that of his uncle, the assas
sin. George, or Booth, committed suicide
here Jan. 14 last and in his effects was
found a letter directed to K. L. Bates, of
Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Bates came here at
once and fully identified the body as that
of Mr. John Wilkes Booth. He then went
East and obtained positive indentincatlon'
Ol the remains from the dead man s nephew
and from Joseph Jefferson, Miss Clara
Morris and a score of others who knew
him in his early days.

According to Mr. Bates's story, he had
acted as Booth's confidential agent and
attorney for nearly forty years. He says
that after Lincoln was shot the assassin
escaped to the Garrett plantation In Vir
ginia, and that the man who was killed
was named Ruddy. Being warned. Booth
left Garrett's and was taken care of by
friends In central Kentucky. He later
settled at Glenrose Mills, Tex., where he
conducted a store for several years under
the name of John St. Helen.

The circumstantiality of the details In
this story shows that its author had a
talent for romance. A still more curious
feature of the case is a quasi confirmation
of the story in the form of a statement
from one Basil Moxley, of Baltimore, that
the body of Booth does not rest in Green-mou- nt

Cemetery in that city, where 41 is
commonly supposed to have been buried,
but that the body interred as his was that
of another person. Moxley was doorkeeper
of Ford's Opera House the night Mr.
Lincoln was assassinated, and must now
be quite an old man. He acted as one of
the pallbearers at what he now says was
a mock funeral. In a statement made a
few days ago to a reporter of the Balti-
more American, he said that he had known
Booth all his life and was close to the
family; that the funeral ceremony at Balti-
more was planned to mitigate the distress
of Booth's mother; that friends of the
family applied to the government author-
ities for Booth's body and that a body was
sent and was Interred in Greenmount
Cemetery, but that it was not the body of
Booth, and that he and the other pallbear-
ers knew it was not. He says:

I saw the body several times and ex-
amined it. and I don't hesitate to say that
the hair on the dead body was of a reddish
brown color, while Booth's was as black
as a raven's wing. However, that mere
detail made no difference, for we all knew
at the time that the body was not that of
John Wilkes Booth, and my examination
was only prompted by curiosity alone; not
that 1 believe for one minute that the body
was that of the assassin. What we
got ard what was shipped here for the
Body of John Wilkes Booth Is what I have
already described to you a red-hair- ed

man who looked no more like the tragedian
that you do yourself. Surciy, It
was better to have buried the body and
say nothing more about it than to have
raised another hue and cry which might
nave killed the mother, so we made the
IM M of the circumstances, kept our dis-
covery secret among ourselves, consoled
tiie mother and buried the body as that of
John Wilkes Booth, the son, actor and as-
sassin.

Moxley's statement contained other de-

tails, and the Baltimore American printed
it without questioning his veracity. It
presents a curious phase of the case and
will be difficult to disprove because not an-

other person cognizant of the facts is liv-

ing. The other three pallbearers, the un-

dertaker, who Moxley says knew the body
was not that of Booth, the mother of the
assassin, who must have seen the body,
and Edwin Booth, who was a party to the
Baltimore ourlal, are all dead. Yet Mox-

ley s stor Is Incredible because it makes
the government a party, knowingly, to a
base fraud in palming off as Booth's body
one Which the authorities must have known
was not his. Everybody that ever saw
John Wilkes Booth knows that his hair
was jet black. The removal of the remains
from Washington to Baltimore took place
about a year after Booth s death, when hla
hair must have been still well preserved.
It Is Incredible that the government au-

thorities should have sent the body of a
man with red hair.

That Booth was shot and killed In a barn
near Bowling Green, Va.. where he had
taken refuge, and while fighting his pur-

suers cn April 29. 1S65, was universally ac-

cepted us true at the time and is as well
authenticated as any fact of history. His
body was originally buried in the grounds
of the arsenal at Washington. The grave
was unmarked and very few persons km w

where the body lay. In 1H66 Edwin Booth
applied to President Johnson for possession

of his brother's remains. An order was
issued by the President directing the com-

mandant at the arsenal to exhume and de-

liver the remains to a church sexton who
had come from Baltimore to receive them.
This was done in . very secret manner and
the body was taken to Baltimore, where It
was buried In the family lot. Booth's brain
and heart and some bones that were taken
from his leg, broken when he Jumped onto
the stage after shooting Mr. Lincoln, are
still on exhibition, with many other similar
relics of the war period, at the Army Na-

tional Museum in Washington. This
museum is In the building where Mr.
Lincoln was shot, the government having
acquired the theater and made it head-

quarters of the Army Medical Corps. As
the real Booth was killed April 26, 1865. and
as rumor has made him die several times
since, it is about time for the popular
tradition that he is still alive to be

THE REWARD OF LABOR.
Since slavery gave was to serfdom and

serfdom to the wage system it has been
generally conceded that the wage system
will In time give way to some other method
of remuneration of the man that tolls ia the
service of another A few years ago many
employers thought they had found the suc-

cessor to the old system of paying for
"time" by the introduction of piecework.
The theory looked Just right. The man en-

gaged on regular work was to stand in a
relation to his employer very much like
that of the seller of any commodity to the
purchaser thereof. If he were making hoe
handles or watch springs he was to be paid
an agreed price on the number he turned
out. The new idea spread very rapidly,
until even locomotive engineers were paid
on a mileage basis.

Weaknesses sooo began to develop in the
working of the new system. The laborer
was not in the independent position of
the seller of commodities. Self-intere- st fre-

quently led the employer to change the
price per piece on his laborer's work. When
he found that the worker was earning
more than the ruling wages for "time" in
similar work. Self-intere- st likewise led the
w i kman to slight his work, to sacrifice
quality for quantity. In such work as min-

ing this could not be done, and there the
piece system still rules, the power of the
employer to fix prices being modified only
by the power of the labor organisations to
obtain concessions. Wherever it has been
possible for the workman to make the piece-

work system unprofitable to the employer,
it has been thrown overboard.

The next proposition to be tried was
profit sharing. There was never any stand-

ard basis for this, and the motives were
generally more philanthropic than practical,
or, rather, selfish. However, the system
worked fairly well when applied to superin-
tendents, heads of departments, salesmen
and others whose results from It might be
large enough to cause them to increase
their efforts, but for the workmau, the in-

dividual uult In production, any percentage
small enough to be a safe protection against
the losses in bad years had to be so insig-

nificant as a concrete sum in dollars and
cents that It excited his derision.

During the present decade a number of
large manufacturing concerns have worked
out a premium or bonus system, and the
invariable report from it is that it works
profitably for both employer and employe.
In some concerns a piecework price is taken
as a basis, and a scale of premiums paid
for various grades of excellence of the
work turned out; in others time is the basis,
and premiums are paid for additional quan-

tities above a fixed standard. Again there
is a combination by which both increased
quantity and higher quality earn pre-

miums.
The Journal does not look upon this evo-

lution In the W.'e system as something
that is going to do away with organisations
of labor and employers, abolish strikes and
lockouts, etc., but it looks like a very in-

telligent movement in the direction of a
just basis for payment in many lines of
industry.

N ATI HE REPEATS HERSELF.
The great flood which St. Louis is now

experiencing shows that nature, like his-

tory, repeats herself. In fact, hardly any-

thing in the way of a natural convulsion
can occur that has not occurred before.
The volcanic eruption of Mont Pelee, phe-

nomenal as it appeared to this generation,
was only a repetition of what had occurred
in former 'generations. Mount Vesuvius Is
as apt to break out and engulf the towns
in its vicinity now as it was In the days of
Pompeii, and some day It will. Nature
maker long rests between her demonstra-
tions, but she always repeats herself. What
unseen fires, kindled perhaps by a bolt from
heaven, have swept through homeless areas
of forests before they were discovered by
man; what unrecorded cyclones have
devastated countries where no human being
lived, and what unregistered floods have
prevailed in regions before the means ex-

isted for marking their height or recording
their destructlveness, can only be conjec-
tured. Such things must have happened since
the world began, and occasionally they must
have been phenomenal In their fury. Not
to go very far back, Indian tradition tells
of a flood in Kansas in 1S44 that must have
greatly surpassed the recent one, though
there were no cities or towns to be inun-

dated in Kansas then. Some record of
that flood Is still preserved in St. Louis.
There had been a great accumulation of
snow during the winter of 1843-'4- 4 on the
headwaters of the Missouri, the Yellow-

stone and other of its tributaries, and in
April when the snow began to melt there
came the beginning of the greatest flood
St. Louis had ever known. When the
river began to rise people thought It was
nothing more than the oidlnary freshet, but
they did not know what mountains of snow
had been piled up on the headwaters of the
Missouri and Its tributaries. Nature gen-

erally does her work quietly, and the snows
had fallen as noiselessly as the thaw came.
The flood lasted for six weeks. Increased at
times by heavy rains, and three times dur-

ing that period the people from the low-

lands around St. Louis fled to the city for
protection. Stores and houses which had
never been Invaded by the river before were
now inundated. A steamboat came to the
city with refugees from below which had
literally steamed across country. Many
Uvea were lost and mllliona of dollars'
worth of property were destroyed. Streets
In St. Louis where water had never flown
before were submerged from four to six
feet. The present flood will hardly equal
that one, but it may. Even If It does not
there is a great deal more for It to destroy
In the valley and In exposed localities.
Nature operate according to fixed laws
and does not stop to consider whether prop

erty Is being destroyed or not. 8he con-

ducts a cyclone In the middle of a vast,
uninhabited prairie with the same atten-
tion to details and the same display of
power that she does in a populous city, and
she does not care much whether property
is destroyed or not. She repeats herself
without regard to consequences.

Till:: till A Dl AT ES.
A vast amount of gratuitous advice is

now being offered to high school and col-

lege graduates. The general theory held
by the advisers is that the graduates are
inflated with a sense of their own im-

portance and with the feeling that wnat
they have not learned in school is not
worth finding out, and the chief purpose of
the remarks addressed to them seems to be
to puncture this self-conce- it and to con-

vince the young persons that they really
know very little and as yet are of lltt'e
consequence to the community. For the
most part the advice and criticism are not
well based. No doubt the young men and
women whose school course Is just ending
feel fairly well satisfied with themselves
and with what they have so far accom-
plishedand why should any one blame
them? but it is doubtless equally true that
a majority of them are looking forward
with anxiety and uncertainty to the future
and with an entire absence of a convic-

tion that they were born to make the earth
over anew. If they lacked a wholesome
belief in themselves and their ability to
accomplish something worth while lr. the
world, they would lack the proper spirit
of youth, the spirit that accomplishes
things and makes the world move, but that
they are satisfied with their achievements
and believe that they have covered the field
of necessary knowledge is hardly a fact.
On the other hand, this much of what their
critics say is true: they really know very
little of importance. What is of more con-

sequence, It does not matter In the least
that their stock of knowledge is limited.
The acquirement or facts is not the chief
object of their education; the ability to
acquire facts, to grasp knowledge easily, to
give close attention, to systematize, to com-

prehend essential points quickly, to express
their thoughts readily, to write and spell
and to read Intelligently these are what
they should have learned during their years
at school. The mind trained to learn, in

short, is what they should have and do
have, and that is what it Is that gives the
college graduate the advantage in nearly
every line of work and causes him to be in
demand by employers who want the best
service.

No, the graduates need not take too
much to heart the severe things that arc
said of them. Their knowledge may not
be vast, and much of what they do know
they may presently find slipping from them
like a garment; but because of their four
years' mental training they will take places
In the world that they could not otherwise
fill, and in a thousand ways not now
dreamed of will come to see the benefits of
their years of study.

Indianapolis is now at its best. Stran-
gers who visit the city in winter, when
trees are bare and lawns covered with
snow, are profuse in their praise of its at-

tractions, but only those who see it in June
know how beautiful it really is. Perhaps
only those who return after an absence of
months fully realize its unusual distinction
in this respect. Its shaded streets. Its
open spaces, its wide lawns, its innumer-
able homes speaking of comfort and lux-

ury without obtrusive evidence of wealth;
Its many thoroughfares filled with more
modest residences yet speaking none the
less of comfort and prosperity all these
go to make a city whose counterpart in all
respects cannot be found. In many cities
even smaller will be found greater con-

trasts of living a few palaces overshad-
owing less pretentious dwellings, and back
streets filled with crowded, ill-ke- pt, tumble--

down tenement houses. The tenement
house, which is such a problem elsewhere,
is practically unknown here. Even the
poorest family has its separate house, it
is a picturesque city. On every hand are
scenes that invite the artist who is really
such and Is not looking foi conventional
material for his pencil or brush. There are
no ruins, to be sure, but at every turn are
views as pleasing as any he might find in
a day's travel, and over which he would
exclaim in delight if encountered in a for-
eign town. Is it objected that there is no
"atmosphere," no "traditions," no "senti-
ment" connected with these home scenes?
What of it? The artists ard poets who
celebrate places now famous did not do so
because the places were famous but be-

cause they were dear to thera or seemed
beautiful to them. Is not that sentiment
enough? Residents of Indianapolis, many
of them, are planning to go north, west
or east for summer vacations. Variety la
well, but as they go let them be assured
that nowhere will they find a spot in which
home means more than it means here. It
is a city to which affection easi'y clings
and to which the absentee returns gladly.

Perhaps It has not occurred to many
persons that the custodian of the soldiers'
monument and his assistants have one of
the coziest retreats and driest places in the
city during heavy rains. A person who
has 270 feet of stone above him and five or
six feet of solid rock between him and the
outer air need not care how hard it rains.
He does not even hear the patter on the
roof. Not a drop of water seeps through
the walls of the monument. The wind
may be blowing a hurricane outside, but
not a breath of air penetrates the cus-

todian's office. Indiana oolitic limestone
is air-tigh- t, aa well as water-tigh- t, and
blocks of It that weigh many tons have no
joints nor crevices. There are no windows
in the monument to be rattled by thunder,
and if it should ever be struck by light-
ning the latter would, probably, get the
worst of it. The custodian's office bears
no resemblance whatever to a summer car.
No matter how hard it rains or from what
quarter the wind blows those in the office
never have to raise an umbrella. And. by
the same token, no blind or shade is needed
to ward off the rays of the sun. No X-ra- y

can ever penetrate the stones that sur-
round that retreat. When the custodian
wants to see what the weather Is like he
comes to the doorway and looks up and
down the sky. takes a photographic im-

pression of It In his mind and goes back
to finish it. The weather may change a
dosen times in a day outside, but it never
changes in there. There ia always the
same subdued light, the same even tem-
perature, the same serene, atmosphere, the
same sense of seclusion and exclusion of
the outer world. It is the snuggest "den"
in the city.

Let us hop there may be enough sun-

shine this week to thaw out that ball team
and permit it to win a game or two.

An Associated Press dispatch i'rom Wash-
ington speaks of the postmaster general as

the secretary of posts. That won't do. Let
us stick to the title we have used from the
beginning.

Were the hctel and restaurant waiters
of Chicago striking against the proprietors
or the patrons? It Is the general under-
standing that most of them work without
wages in order to get a chance at the tips.

It Is probably Just as well for the
Indianapolis Gas Company to announce a
definite date for cutting off the natural
gas. Otherwise very few people would
know It.

The conviction has gradually forced itaelf
on the Indiana mind that this Is not a pic-

nic seaaon. The rain that ralncth every day
Interferes with all plans for rural enjoy-
ment.

The humorous weather man labels the
daily precipitation "showers." The public
would like to know what it is he considers
to be a hard wet rain.

THE HUMORISTS.

Not n Social Equal.
Brooklyn Life.

Mrs. En Regie How did you happen to know
that Mrs. Fits Quiggs?

Mrs. Savolr Faire Oh, I don't know her; she
Just belong to our church.

At the Garden Party.
Life.

"Whose frock is the prettiest?" said she.
"Why, yours, of course, my dear," aald he.
"Are you a Judge of frocks ?" said she.
"Well. I am a judge o: girls." aald ha.

In the Game.
The tramp trudged on all patiently,

Ncr undertook his fate to biame
"1 11 make believe it's golf." said he,

"And walking's only in the game."
Washington Star.

A Little Lamb.
Mary had a little lamb

And that wound up the score;
She boarded In a boarding house

And dared not ask for more.
--Brooklyn Life.

Womanlike.
Philadelphia Press.

Mrs. Poplcy What do you think? Baby spoke
her flrst word to-da- y!

Mr. Popley Well, well! And it won't be
many years before she'll be having the last
word.

Unpopular Statesman.
New Tork Weekly.

Winkers Why Is it that women always dis-

like a prominent man who la an old bachelor?
Blnkers Because they can't say that he would

never have amounted to anything If it had not
been for his wife

Gold Bricked.
Philadelphia Ledger.

"I notice you've bought a typewriter."
"Yes, and the thing's a fake."
"Disappointed in it, eh?"
"Well, I should say. Why. the bloomin' thing

can't spell any better than I can."

Cocksure, Bat
Town Topics.

"You are absolutely certain about your state-
ment ?" asked the lawyer.

"Absolutely certain," answered the witness.
"You swear that It Is true?"
"I do."
"Would you bet on it?"
"Er well yea, if I got the right odds."

Only One.
Chicago News.

Hiram Yes, old Cyrus Kale went to the town
paper and advertised for a cook, laundress,
seamstress, wood cutter, milker, barnyard at-
tendant, eoapmaker

Silas Stop! How in tarnation much space
did all that advertisement take up?

Hiram Thar was only one advertisement. Old
Cy advertised in the personal column for a wife.

Lettin Even.
Boston Transcript.

Mrs. Wimble It makes me so mad to tee a
person stick to the end seat of a car and make
every one climb over her.

Mrs. Wamble So It does me, Mrs. Wimble.
Mrs. Wimble T' other day a woman clung to

the end seat all the way in, but I got my re-
venge later.

Mrs. Wamble And how was that, dear?
Mrs. Wimble I got the end seat coming back,

and I rode two miles beyond my street just on
purpose to prevent anybody else getting It.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.
Senator and Mrs. Hawley will live in a

houseboat this summer. They will begin
a lingering tour in Chesapeake bay, and
will later go up the Hudson, Lake George
and Lake Champlain.

The venerable and popular King Christian,
of Denmark, will pay Paris a visit as soon
as he has taken a cure at Wiesbaden, and
return the visit President Loubet made him
on his return from St. Petersburg.

Mayor Tom L. Johnson, of Cleveland, Is
making plans for another spectacular cam-
paign in Ohio next fall. He purposes to
have three motor cars in service Instead of
one. The Issues will be "home rule" and
"just taxation."

After forty-thre- e years former First Ser-
geant John Fogarty, late of the First
United States Cavalry, has decided to have
extracted part of nn arrow; which was shot
Into him by an Apache on the edge of
Death valley, California, in 1SSU. Fogarty
is attached to the Army Medical Museum
at Washington.

Mount Airy, the famous Calvert estate
near Washington, founded by the flrst Lord
Baltimore and held by the family for more
than two hundred years, has just passed
Into alien hands. The estate of 800 acrea
Vino !...... K, Uru Lr,.

- rSklias u mil a. 1 i i ' nu- -ä
son of ohk for $n Among the bidders
for the property was Secretary Hay.

Paul Desmuke. of Amphlon. Tex., who
was recently elected justice of the peace,
is without arms, but performs wonders with
his feet. With them he handles a knife
and fork with dexterity and wrltea with
ease. For six months he was county clerk,
kept the records accurately, and they are
models of neatness.

Dr. Benjamin Ide Wheeler, president of
the California State University, though still
a young man, is a combination of ripe
scholar, skilled diplomat and keen business
man. having devoted most of his time to
the subjects of interest to the three classes
named. His suavity and pleasant bearing
are two of his specially noticeable char-
acteristics.

To Mrs. C. B. Hollarn, of Dallas, Tex.,
probably belongs the distinction of holding
more Important offices than any other wom-

an In Texas, if not In the countrv She is
deputy United Stntea Circuit Court clerk,
deputy United States District Court cb rk.

for the United States mar-
shal, and holds a commission as deputy
United States marshal for the distri t

Mile. Sarkiaova. a Russian opera singer,
was traveling some time ago on the Trans-caucasia- n

Railway when the train ran off
the line and five of her teeth were knocked
out. Mile. Sarkisova brought an iAtion

as the loss of her five front teeththat, her from singing, she was entitled
to heavy damages. The Civil Court in St.
Petersburg has just awarded her ksO.OCO
compensation.

King Alfonso XIII of Spain Is getting on
in years. A few days ago he completed his
seventeenth year. This youthful muj. ttj
has many titles, among them being King of
Jerusalem, which is also borne by the Aus-
trian Emperor. Two other royaltiea who
had birthdays in the latter part of May
were the Cenr of Russia, who ia thirty-fiv- e

years old. and Prince Bupert of Bars
whom tr" Legitimists delight to call the
Prises of Wales. Prince Rupart Is one year
3'ounger than the Csar.

There was an Indoor snowstorm on a very
clear, cold evening recently at a party
given at Stockholm, Sweden. Many people
were gathered in a single room, which be-

came so warm aa to be insufferable The
window sashes were found froaen. and a
pane of glass was smashed out. A cold air
current rushed in. aud at the same instant

flakes of snow were start to fail to the floor
In all parts of the room. The atmosphere
was so saturated with moisture that the
sudden fall In temerature produced a snow-
fall Indoors.

Wiltrud Marie Alix of Bavaria, who is
now nineteen years old. is conceded to he
the most beautiful princess of Europa. She
Is a brunette, with wonderfully dark eyes,
perfect features and long, brown, wavy
hair. She is a painter of merit, a musician,
a linguist and a classical scholar. Rut. sad
to aay. the beautiful princess is of the
house of Wittelbach, whose biood is tainted
through and through with Insanity.

Bishop Potter Is amusing his friends with
an account of a recent visit he paid to a
Sunday-scho- ol class presided over by a
staid young clergyman. The bishop was
asked to question the Children so that he
might be edified bv their knowledge of mat-
ters biblical. As a starter he said to a little
girl whose face beamed with Intelligence.
"Who were the foolish virgins, my dear?"

"Them as didn't get married!" was tho
prompt and emphatic answer.

NEGROES IN WASHINGTON.

One Claas of These Forms a Very Ex
claalvs Society.

Washington Letter In Philadelphia Press.
There Is a fertile field for the study of

the negro offered to social and political
economists here in Washington. In the nine-
ty thousand of the colored race living in
the District of Columbia every type la pre-
sented from the stupidest and most vicious
to the most cultivated and cultured. Few
sections of the United States present more
complete illustrations of the possibilities
of the negro race than the capital city.

Senator Simmons, of North Carolina, who
believes In hitching the negro with ths
mule, and Senator Tillman, of South Caro-
lina, who advocates their training by tho
meant of a shotgun, might study the col-

ored persons of this city with profit. At
the same time, the undlacrlmlnatlng sym-
pathiser of the colored race can have hi
eyes opened to the depravity, vieiousnesa
and general worthlessness of those classes
of negroes that have been allowed to grow
up in idleness and without any sense of
individual responsibility. From the criminal
Quarters of Swampoodle and Bloodneld to
brownstone mansions and ret nenient of the
West End is a far cry. but those two ex-

tremes mark the coiiunts of negro society
in Washington.

The Investigator of the negro problem
will find here a class of that race of whkh
comparatively little la known. There is a
genuine old Washington society among the
colored people and its members seek no
notoriety, scorn to imitate their white
neighbors and desire no social recognition
from them, but move In their own circle, a
quiet, orderly, cultivated and refined set
of people who compare favorably with ths
Caucasian in the same walks of life.

There has long existed a delusion that at
the capital city there is a proud, aristo-
cratic old society within whose charming
circle admission is seldom gained by h
outsider, no matter how wealthy he may be
or what political honors he may bear. This
society has been diligently sought for, but
has eluded all investigation. There Is nc
"Faubourg St. Germalne" in Washington
society unless it be found among the uppei
class of the colored people. The top stra-
tum of nero society is largely descend, d
from the four thousand negroes who were
residents of the "Ten Miles Square" when
Washington became the seat of government
That colony furnished the men and women
who, during the last century, have illus-
trated the capacity of the negro for social,
moral and economical progresa.

The large number of free negroes in ths
District of Columbia prior to the abolition
of slavery is believed to have furnished ths
material for the advancement that is now
revealed in the best class of the colored
people in this city. The census of 131
showed that there were 12,631 negroes in
the District, of whom 1,51" 6 and
6,119 were in slavery. At the time slavery
was abolished in the District of Columbia,
nine months prior to the proclamation oi
emancipation, there were only 3.O00 slavea,
while there were 14,816 free negroes in th
District. With this substantial basis the
negro has worked his way into the front
ranks of th professions and leading busi-
nesses in Washington. There are now fix
or seven colored business men members of
the Washington Board of Trade. There If
a colored building asaociation. a bank, sev-
eral periodicals, besides model schools and
churches, cottducted by the colored peopls
with great success. In many of the churches
the evidences of culture and prosperity are
almost as great as in the fashionable whits
churches. The ministers hold high rank IB

their profession, and the music attracts
many of the whites, who are courteously
received, but Whose presence Is not bought
for.

This upper class of negroes has exclusive
social organ tea t tons, the best known clut
being the Cosma, made up of business and

ndessional men. There Is also a "bache-or-s'

" club and "The Assembly." whleh
gives four balls each winter. There are
many card clubs, and during the season re
ceptions, teas and afternoons at home are
observed and conducted with a grace that
would not come amiss to some of the so-call- ed

society leaders among the whites.
These negroes do not appear before the
public demanding recognition, or in
denunciations of race prejudice, but go
quietly along attending to their own busi-
ness, and by following the rule of ktepn--
to themselves have arrived at their com-
fortable and honorable station. Th-- lt suc-
cess would seem to Invite the investigation
of students of the race problem.

WAR AND PEACE.

"Palace of Pesee" Mmy Have Little
8ig n! flea aee.

New Yol-- Mall aud Express.
Nobody in the world can object to Mr.

Carnegie sending a check for tl.tOO.OOO to
the Dutch government with which to build
a "palace of peace" and international li-

brary for the arbitration tribunal at The
Hague. The cause of International arbitra-
tion ia a noble one, and may be dignified
and rendered more attractive to the states-
men of the jarring nations, perhaps, by ths
provision of an elegant palace for Its idle
tribunal. And yet we have an idea that, as
a prudent business man. Mr. Carnegie
would have done well to wait awhile before
making so large an Investment. In order to
make sure that the arbitration tribunal
was going to need a palace.

Indications are not lacking that the civ-
ilised world, in spite of the fact that thla
board of international conciliation Is al-
ways there at The Hague ready to be aj-peoi- ed

to. is steadily drifting toward a great
conflict. If such a conflict comes it will not
be made by princes or premiers, but In good
truth by the people themselves. There la
at this dste no head of a European state
who wants his country to go to war. Tlst
consequences of war are likely to be toe
great the field upon which the hostile pow-
ers would enter is t dangerous and doubt-
ful. But ever and anon the strange and
mystic sentiment which rnovea masses m
people in a sort of fury of eel W " thought
and action rises to a pitch of exefttMetHt
which will scarcely be stayed. Some dsy.
somewhere, it cannot be stayed; war will
bieak out In Europe, and when it comes 11

will involve more powers than two. Thea
Mr. Carnegie's white palace ef peace at
The Hague will become a mockery. It may
even serve as the headquarters of an army.

And what then? Will the world's case
quite hopeless? Shall we give up trying to
be civilised as a consequence? Scarcely.
War may be an instrument of civilisation
It generally has been that. When our civil
war was raging a great and w:se Am
wrote these penetrating, powerful words:

"War ennobles the country; searches it;
fires It: acquaints It with Its resources;
turns it away from false alliances, vain
hopes and theatric attitude; puts it on Its
mettle In ourselves our ssfety must be
sought' gives It scope and object; concen-
trates .history Into a year. Invents means:
system .times everything. We b gan the war
in vast confusion; when we end it sll will
be system.

Th"se were not the words of any lire
brand, but those of the caUnly contempla-
tive sage of Concord. Ralph Waldo Emer-
son, the centensry of whos birth has Just
been celebrated. Broe reon waa aivustonH-- d

to bKk further Into the h;trt ef things than
the good theorists now in session at Lake
Mohonk. who Imagine that they can writs
and talk the whole world into peace before
the people's minds and hearts are fit for
peace, and who ignore the fact that, as
man is now made, war is ftea a factor
his best progresa.

Thin Oat the Hide.
New York Press.
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